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IGNITING POTENTIAL
Read about the impact of our unique
mentoring model, meet some of our
matches, and learn about ways you can
change lives – one child at a time.
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Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metro
Milwaukee has been serving Milwaukee
and Waukesha counties for more than
45 years with one-to-one professionally
supported mentoring. The need is
abundant with over 62,000 children living
in low-income families, often times with a
single parent trying their hardest to give
their children what they need to reach
their full potential.
Our award-winning agency had a successful year serving more children,
exceeding national averages with positive youth outcomes, and changing
lives because people got involved in our mission. People like you have
made the difference in the lives of the children we serve. There is no magical
solution to helping children who face adversity – we need to consistently
“show up” in their lives and provide guidance, direction, support, and a
shoulder to lean on.
The children we serve want what we all want – a chance to reach our full
potential. They are curious, creative, thoughtful and they need help from us –
from another caring adult, someone who will support them and their future.
Thank YOU for being a part of our agency and of our success – we can’t
do what we do without your generosity either of time as a volunteer or of
treasure. We wish you the very best as we enter the holiday season.

Nancy Bong
Sara Jean Dostal
Kelly Klus
Stephanie Perry

Many thanks,

Sam Zajac
Agency Office
788 N Jefferson Street
Suite 600
Milwaukee, WI 53202
www.bbbsmilwaukee.org
BIG News is produced three times per year for
friends, volunteers and community partners of
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metro Milwaukee.
Send all address updates to:
info@bbbsmilwaukee.org.
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AGENCY NEWS

FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS OF “PINNACLE” PERFORMANCE
At the June 2019 Big Brothers Big Sisters National Conference held
in Charlotte, NC, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metro Milwaukee was
one of only six agencies in the nation—of more than 250—to be
recognized as a Pinnacle Award winner.
The Pinnacle Award recognizes the highest performing Big Brothers
Big Sisters agencies in the country. Big Brothers Big Sisters of America
presents this prestigious award annually to affiliates who consistently
deliver exceptional program metrics and outcomes, including high
retention rates, quality case management, fiscal stability, and revenue
growth.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metro Milwaukee is the only affiliate in the country to exceed national
averages and receive the Pinnacle Award in each of the last four years. This places our organization
in the top one percent of all Big Brothers Big Sisters agencies nationwide.
Big Brothers Big Sisters shares this recognition with the many individuals and organizations who make
the work we do possible, including our dedicated volunteer mentors, committed schools, community
partners, and generous donors.
“Awards like this are never a singular accomplishment. This is not just a Big Brothers Big Sisters
achievement. It signals positive change for our entire community,” said Amy Chionchio, President & CEO
of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metro Milwaukee. “We strive every day to support children through one-toone professionally supported mentoring. It is a true testament to the hard work done by our dedicated
board of directors, our talented staff, and, most importantly, our committed volunteer mentors.”

“
“Big Brothers Big Sisters of America is committed
to delivering ‘best-in-class’ one-to-one mentoring to
youth facing adversity across the country. Agency
performance and consistent execution is where we
see the lives of children change. Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Metro Milwaukee has achieved the highest
standard of service and is the only agency, out of 250
affiliates, to receive our Pinnacle Award for the last
four consecutive years. We are proud of their success
and happy to be a part of the collective efforts of staff,
Board of Directors, strategic partners, and generous
donors who ignite the power and promise of the
youth we serve.”
-Pam Iorio, CEO Big Brothers Big Sisters of America
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MATCHES OF THE YEAR

MATCH STORY - MEET GEREMIAH AND JOSH
Little Brother Geremiah was 14 years old when
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metro Milwaukee
matched him with his Big Brother Josh in 2017.
Geremiah’s mother Sarah enrolled him in the
program because she wanted him to build a
healthy relationship with a positive male role
model.

Through their more than two years together,
Geremiah and Josh have built a strong friendship.
“I like spending time with Josh because we have
a lot in common and no matter what we do, it is
always fun,” said Geremiah. “Josh is someone I can
talk to about anything and he always gives me great
advice when I’m having trouble figuring life out.”

Sarah felt a Big Brother could provide Geremiah
with new experiences, help him with career
exploration and college preparation, and support
him socially and emotionally.

Josh knows it is important to be a trusted friend to
Geremiah.

Josh was in graduate school in New Hampshire
when he learned about Big Brothers Big Sisters
from a classmate who was a volunteer mentor in
the program. Josh thought it was great to see the
positive impact that relationship had on both his
friend and his friend’s mentee, and he thought
helping a young person in his development would
be something he would really enjoy.
“I think the main draw for me to become a Big
Brother was the example set for me by my parents,”
said Josh. “My stepfather adopted me when I was
seven, and going through that experience of having
someone take on responsibility for me and provide
mentorship because he truly cared has been
exceedingly powerful in my development as an
adult. I have always wanted to pay that forward.”
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“I think having a person who can listen without
judgement and share their own experiences is
invaluable to a person Geremiah’s age,” said Josh.
“Luckily for us, we have a similar past, similar
interests, and genuinely enjoy spending time
together.”
Since being matched, Geremiah and Josh have
gotten together consistently and enjoy being
outdoors, attending sporting events, working out,
and just spending time together.
“My favorite things to do are going fishing and
playing disc golf,” said Geremiah. “I love how there
are things we both enjoy doing, but we are also able
to have good conversations when we do them.”
Now 16, Geremiah has grown a great deal in his
confidence and self-esteem.

MATCHES OF THE YEAR
“Before I knew Josh, I was very shy and insecure,”
said Geremiah. “Josh has helped me grow
emotionally and he has helped me learn how to
deal with problems in a mature way.”
Josh is impressed with Geremiah’s growth.
“Geremiah was an incredibly intelligent kid well
before we met,” he shared. “Where I have seen
changes is in his emotional intelligence and
confidence, which grow each time we hang out.
His ability to process experiences, see other
peoples’ point of view, and ask tough questions
has dramatically increased since we started
spending time together.”
Through Josh’s support and guidance, Geremiah
is looking to the future and has high aspirations.
He is hoping to attend college in a few years and
has narrowed the choices down to three schools,
including the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
“I want to get into a good college and find a
career that suits me,” said Geremiah. “Josh is a
big help by answering questions I have about

MATCH STORY - MEET
SOFIA AND KATIE
Little Sister Sofia enrolled
in Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Metro Milwaukee’s
mentoring program in 2014.
Her mother Tracy thought
Sofia would benefit from
having another caring adult
role model in her life as
Tracy had been a Big Sister
herself and saw firsthand the
positive impact a mentor can
have in the life of a child.
Sofia was ten years old when she was matched with
her Big Sister Katie. Katie heard about the program
from a friend and felt it would be a rewarding
experience.

being an adult. He also helps me set smaller goals,
both academically and socially, that will help me
achieve my bigger long-term goals.”
“I am excited to see where his life takes him,”
said Josh. “Geremiah will do great things, I’m just
happy to be along for the ride.”
Geremiah looks up to Josh and wants to be
successful like his Big Brother, even wanting to be
a Big Brother himself one day. “I am so grateful for
this experience that I want to pay it forward and
become a Big Brother myself when I am older,”
said Geremiah.
Josh’s experience has been just as rewarding
as Geremiah’s. “It has been great for me to
be able to see the world through the lens of a
teenager,”explained Josh. “Sixteen seems like a
million years ago for me. Geremiah’s energy, sense
of humor, and most importantly his curiosity have
helped me keep focused on what matters most. I
learn something new every time we hang out.”

“

“Having Josh there for me and knowing that he
cares about me means a lot. I couldn’t imagine
what I would be like as a person right now if I
would have never met him.”
–Little Brother Geremiah

“When I moved to Milwaukee I wanted to get more
involved in my community,” said Katie. “Paying
it forward is very important to me and I had a lot
of experience with children growing up as I’m the
oldest child in my family. I realized through those
experiences that I loved spending time with kids
and being a mentor.”
In their five years together, Sofia and Katie have
developed a very close bond. The two share similar
interests and have connected and grown their
friendship through these interests. Not having a big
sister herself, Sofia was excited to have someone
older than her to spend time with and try new things.
“Katie is open, willing to try new things and is
adventurous,” said Sofia. “I see these same qualities
in myself. Our favorite things to do are hiking and
cooking – both require a sense of adventure!”
BIG NEWS || FALL/WINTER 2019
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Sofia’s and Katie’s families have also
become very close. They spend a lot
of time at each other’s homes playing
games, watching movies, and sharing
family dinners. In 2018, Sofia was a junior
bridesmaid in Katie’s wedding.
“Katie and her family have made a
positive impact on me and my family,”
said Sofia. “We have had a lot of fun dinners and
meaningful conversations together.” For Sofia,
Katie has been a source of strength and guidance
through some challenging times. “I like that I can
talk to Katie about anything,” said Sofia.
Katie feels she gets as much out of their relationship
as Sofia. “Sofia helps me take a step back and
realize what is important in life,” said Katie. “Not
only have I become close with Sofia, but her family
has welcomed me with open arms and helped me
make Milwaukee my home. She has such a positive
attitude and reminds me to be silly sometimes and
not take things too seriously.”
As their relationship has developed over the years,
Katie has watched Sofia grow into a mature young
woman – who is excelling academically.
In her first year of high school, Sofia earned a 4.0
grade point average and became involved in
numerous extracurricular activities. As a sophomore,
she is preparing for her future with the support
of her Big Sister. In each of the last two summers,
Sofia was chosen by her school to participate in a
rigorous pre-college program.
“Sofia has completely grown up since I met her,”
said Katie. “Five years ago she was quiet, but now
has become so confident in herself and her abilities.
She has become such a polite young adult and

realizes that she has tremendous potential.”
Sofia is very interested in photography and is
exploring this as a potential career. “My career
goal is to become a photographer for National
Geographic,” said Sofia. “Katie has helped me with
this by giving me advice, encouraging me, and
connecting me to professionals like her husband,
who has photography experience. She gives me the
confidence that I need to achieve my goals.”
Katie’s positive volunteer experience has inspired
others in her life to become more involved with Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Metro Milwaukee, including
both her husband and her sister who have become
Bigs in the program. Katie has also helped with
recruitment events at Kohl’s Corporation where she
works, in addition to mobilizing their Associates in
Action volunteer program for Bowl for Kids’ Sake
and other Big Brothers Big Sisters events.
“I am eternally grateful to Big Brothers Big Sisters
for bringing Sofia into my life and am happy to
help spread the word so more people know about
this incredible mentoring program,” said Katie.
“The best part about our match is knowing that our
relationship will not end when she moves on to college
and on to the rest of her life,” said Katie. “My
friendship with her and her family will last for a lifetime.”

Each year, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metro Milwaukee celebrates the
positive impact of one-to-one mentoring by recognizing outstanding
mentoring relationships. At the 2019 Gala, Big Brothers Big Sisters
honored Josh and Geremiah as the Brother Match of the Year and Katie
and Sofia as the Sister Match of the Year. Learn more about these
incredible matches by visiting bbbsmilwaukee.org.
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PARTNER SPOTLIGHT
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metro Milwaukee
recognizes one of our strongest and most
intentional program partners in the community,
the United Performing Arts Foundation (UPAF)
and UPAF Connect. UPAF works with local
nonprofits to connect world-class performing arts
experiences with those who may not otherwise
have access to these cultural assets. UPAF strongly
believes that everyone in the community should
have the chance to embrace the magic of music,
dance, and theater.
Big Brothers Big Sisters has been chosen again
this year as one of eight nonprofit UPAF Connect
partners. As part of the partnership, our mentoring
matches have access to quality arts programs with
exclusive experiences with all Member Groups
(including the Milwaukee Reparatory Theater,
the Milwaukee Ballet, and Danceworks to name
a few). The partnership enables our matches to
attend workshops, performances, and educational
“behind-the-scenes” experiences at no charge.
Over the past five years our partnership with UPAF
has grown because of our complementary missions
to provide opportunities that inspire, educate,
and increase exposure to the arts for children in
Milwaukee and Waukesha counties.
“UPAF is committed to inspiring local children,
their matches, and their families through UPAF
Connect, an outreach program that makes the
performing arts accessible,” said Deanna Tillisch,
UPAF President & CEO. “Our partnership allows us
to deliver workshops and performances to spark
imaginations, introduce creative career options, and
provide an outlet for self-expression.”
These experiences are offered through REACH,
an important program enhancement of BBBS’
mentoring program that provides children and
mentors with staff-planned and staff-supported
activities. REACH takes a whole-child approach to
youth development by providing a full spectrum
of unique activities and experiences in five areas
critical to youth development – with the ‘A’ focusing
on arts and culture.

Through the UPAF partnership our agency has
been able to offer more than 25 REACH activities
with a focus on Arts and Culture for more than 400
Community-based mentoring matches. These events
have not only led to our matches gaining unique
experiences and opportunities, but also have inspired
youth to get involved directly with many of the arts
organizations like First Stage Children’s Theater.
“These experiences provided by UPAF nurture
creativity and curiosity in the arts for the children
we serve,” said Amy Chionchio, President and CEO
of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metro Milwaukee.
“Without partners like UPAF, our agency would
not be able to provide free access and this level
of variety and quality in arts programming for our
mentoring matches.”
To learn more about UPAF Connect visit upaf.org

BIG NEWS || FALL/WINTER 2019

7

BIG EVENTS
2019 NFL ALUMNI GOLF CLASSIC:
A ‘hole-in-one’ for one-to-one mentoring!
Our 29th annual NFL Alumni Golf Classic held Aug. 12 raised
a record $180,000! Each of the 32 foursomes was joined by a
former NFL player for a round of golf. After 18 holes, the top six
teams advanced to an exciting shoot-out. Congratulations to our
winning foursome from BMO Harris Bank and NFL celebrity Stu Voigt,
who won a trip to the 2020 Super Bowl of Golf in North Carolina!
We are grateful to our presenting sponsor, BMO Harris Bank, for
sponsoring the Golf Classic for the ninth year. Special thanks to
Briggs & Stratton Corporation for hosting the most foursomes.
Altogether, 160 golfers from 11 states teed off in support of Big
Brothers Big Sisters’ mentoring program. Proceeds from this year’s
Golf Classic will allow us to match 120 at-risk children with caring
volunteers in life-changing one-to-one mentoring relationships.

$
CONSIDER A GIFT OF
STOCK TO BIG BROTHERS
BIG SISTERS THIS
HOLIDAY SEASON!
Giving the gift of stock
doesn’t just help the children
we serve – it can also help you
have an even greater impact
in reaching your philanthropic
goals – without ever having
to write a check.
A gift of appreciated stock
to Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Metro Milwaukee can benefit
you in two ways:
1. You will receive a
charitable income tax
deduction for the full
fair market value of the
securities.
2. You will avoid capital
gains taxes on appreciated
stock.
Help us match more
children in life-changing
one-to-one mentoring
relationships.

SHARE YOUR HEART!
Heart of Canal Street is Potawatomi Hotel & Casino’s signature
community program that raises funds for children’s charities. Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Metro Milwaukee is proud to be a 2019
Signature Charity thanks to media sponsor FOX6 and will be a
beneficiary of funds raised. Share your heart by playing the Canal
Street Bingo game at Potawatomi now through Dec. 12.
Learn more at paysbig.com/heart
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To learn more about making
a gift of stock, visit:
bbbsmilwaukee.org/give
or contact Joel Cencius at
jcencius@bbbsmilwaukee.org

SAVE THE DATE!
Bowl for Kids’
Sake makes a
“SUPERhero”
return in 2020. Bowl
for Kids’ Sake will
officially kick off in
Feb. 2020. Bowling dates and
sponsorship information will be
available on our website:
bbbsmilwaukee.org.

IGNITING THE POTENTIAL OF MILWAUKEE YOUTH
Gala welcomes record crowd – and raises record funds for youth mentoring

BIG EVENTS

A record crowd of more than 475 joined Big Brothers Big Sisters for a
celebration of mentoring at our signature event, the BIG Gala held on
Nov. 2. Co-chaired by Angelique and Kevin Klimara and Sherry and Jim
Tolkan, the Gala was a powerful and memorable evening that raised a
RECORD TOTAL OF MORE THAN $480,000 to support our mission.
Funds raised at the Gala will allow us to match more than 320 children
on our waiting list and expand our mentor2.0 program to MacDowell
Montessori School, an Milwaukee Public School partner. A special thank
you to We Energies, our Presenting Sponsor and to our Gold-level
sponsors: Alston & Bird, BMO Harris Bank, Baird, EY, GE Healthcare,
and Northwestern Mutual. Thank you also to our generous Silver-level
sponsors: Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, Credit Suisse, Generac,
HSBC, KS Energy Services, Kathleen and John Miller, the Kriete Group,
Kohl’s, Mary Pat and Nick Zarcone, the Milwaukee Bucks,
Quarles & Brady LLP, Rockwell Automation, and Wells Fargo.
As part of the evening’s celebration, we recognized Governor Tony Evers
and First Lady Kathy Evers as our 2019 Champions for Children for the
work they have done to advance and enhance educational opportunities
for children in the state. We also announced our 2019 Brother and Sister
Matches of the Year - congratulations to Big Brother Josh and Little
Brother Geremiah and Big Sister Katie and Little Sister Sofia. Their match
stories can be found on pages 4 - 6.

Looking for ways to help raise
awareness and funds for BBBS?

For information about special event fundraisers,
contact (414) 831-4580 or info@bbbsmilwaukee.org.

BIG NEWS || FALL/WINTER 2019
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BECOME A BIG

COME TOGETHER.
DEFEND POTENTIAL.
Our mission is to create and support one-to-one
mentoring relationships that ignite the power and
promise of youth. We have matched thousands of
children with caring adult role models who guide
them on a path to success but there is still a great
need for more mentors. To make a difference and be a
part of our life-changing work, become a Big Brother
or Big Sister to a local child today.
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“
“It’s changed my life. He
reminds me of myself when I
was his age. I look forward to
hanging out with him.”

BECOME A BIG

“He’s introduced me to new technology. I was interested in it
before we met, but he opened the door to a lot more stuff. That’s
the whole reason I’m going to UWM to study cyber security.”
– Little Brother

–Big Brother

“I think my favorite things are watching her grow,
giving her advice on social things, and trying to
encourage her to not only worry about social aspects
of her 14-year-old life. Just watching her grow and
hearing about her life, knowing she’s excited to see
me, makes this experience rewarding.”
– Big Sister

“My Big Sister is my best friend.”
–Little Sister

“Hanging out with him is my favorite
part of the week.”
–Big Brother

Learn more about our mentoring opportunities at bbbsmilwaukee.org/volunteer.
Contact us at (414) 831-4563 or startsomething@bbbsmilwaukee.org.

BIG NEWS || FALL/WINTER 2019
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788 N Jefferson St, Suite 600
Milwaukee, WI 53202
bbbsmilwaukee.org

Your support is helping to
CHANGE THEIR LIVES
Learn more ways you can get involved:
bbbsmilwaukee.org
(414) 258-4778

