
“MY MENTOR HELPS ME FIGURE OUT WHO I AM, 

WHO I WANT TO BE, AND HOW TO DO THAT.”   

– LITTLE SISTER
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Sign up to receive the electronic version of our newsletters today! Help us “go green” and save on printing and mailing expenses by 

going to bbbsmilwaukee.org and choosing the option “Get email updates”. CON-GRAD-ULATIONS, Graduates!
SUMMER BRINGS THE EXCITEMENT OF GRADUATION 

PARTIES AND THE ANTICIPATION OF EMBARKING ON 

NEXT STEPS—WHETHER MOVING ON TO ANOTHER 

SCHOOL OR BEGINNING A NEW CAREER.  FOR YOUTH 

IN THE BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS MENTORING 

PROGRAM, GRADUATION DAY IS OFTEN A VERY SPE-

CIAL ACCOMPLISHMENT.

Little Sister Sadie credits her Big Sister Laura with 

helping her reach her graduation day. Sadie said, 

“We have a lot of goals about education. It is really 

important that I go to college.” Four years ago, fresh-

man courses presented Sadie with a real challenge. 

She found herself struggling with homework and was 

even at risk of failing one of her classes. Thanks to 

Laura’s constant coaching and encouragement, Sadie 

improved her grades to A’s and B’s.

This summer, Laura watched Sadie walk across the 

stage at her high school graduation. To celebrate 

this special occasion, the match made graduation-

themed cupcakes for Sadie’s party. Laura sums up 

their relationship by saying, “Being matched with a 

Little Sister has changed my life as much as it has 

changed hers.”

For Little Sister Tamia, making it to high school was 

a tremendous accomplishment. When Tamia trans-

ferred to a new middle school, her teachers told her 

to expect a challenging 8th grade year. “It is hard to 

help someone who feels defeated,” remembers Big 

Sister Denise. “But Tamia had it fixed in her mind that 

she would be the exception.” Tamia’s mother found 

her an after-school tutor, and Denise spent time 

with Tamia, drilling math problems and helping with 

homework.

With hard work and persistence, Tamia graduated 

from 8th grade. At her completion ceremony, Tamia 

crossed the stage while her family clapped and 

cheered. “I felt just as proud as her mother,” Denise 

said. “It was a most eventful and celebratory event.”

788 North Jefferson Street, Suite 600 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-3739

(414) 258-4778 
bbbsmilwaukee.org

Follow us on:

NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
MILWAUKEE, WI

PERMIT NO. 4947

THERE ARE  over 500 children  ON OUR WAITING LIST

THE FACTS 
  BEHIND OUR SUCCESS

WE  
SERVE  
over1,300 
children
ANNUALLY in Milwaukee  

and Waukesha counties

72% of the children in  

our program come from 

SINGLE-PARENT  
HOUSEHOLDS 

18% have an  

incarcerated parent
80% are eligible for free or 

reduced price lunch

85% ARE CHILDREN  
 OF COLOR

94% of our SCHOOL-BASED volunteers are ages 18-30; college 

students and recent college grads who meet once a week at one of 

our 12 partner schools

66% of our MENTOR2.0 volunteers are ages 21-40; aspiring 

young business professionals whose busy schedules are easily 

accommodated with the mentor2.0 curriculum and online platform

A majority of our COMMUNITY-BASED volunteers are college-

educated and come from all stages of life, providing a wide array of 

career backgrounds and life experience

Big Brothers Big Sisters’ evidence-based one-to-one service 

delivery model is youth-centered and built on a foundation of 

strong and close relationships. 

Thorough evaluation allows us to 

measure outcomes, build on positive 

results, and drive program performance 

and continuous improvement.

OUR CHILDREN

OUR VOLUNTEERS

OUR RESULTS
In 2015, children we served achieved the following results:

83% improved 

EDUCATIONAL 
EXPECTATIONS

74% improved 

ATTITUDES 
TOWARDS RISKY 
BEHAVIOR

78% improved 

SOCIAL SKILLS 
like higher 
aspirations, 
greater confidence, 

and better 
relationships

VOLUNTEERS DELIVER  

over110,000 hours
OF MENTORING ANNUALLY to children facing adversity – 

an estimated economic value of $2.5 million.

Twins: Twice the 
Fun, Twice the 
Reward

The Facts Behind 
our Success

mentor2.0 Matches 
Share Their 
Reflections

Matches from the mentor2.0 program SHARED THEIR REFLECTIONS at their end-of-the-school-year event.

“I ENJOY HAVING A MENTOR BECAUSE HE 

HELPED RAISE MY GRADES. HE IS THERE FOR ME!”   

– LITTLE BROTHER

“I BECAME A MENTOR BECAUSE I WANTED TO 

PASS ON THE LEARNING FROM MY MENTORS 

AND TEACHERS, AND MAKE A LIFELONG FRIEND.”  

– BIG BROTHER

“THE BEST PART ABOUT HAVING A MENTOR IS 

HAVING SOMEONE TO TRUST IN AND HELP ME 

ON MY WAY TO MY FUTURE.”  

– LITTLE SISTER

“BEING A MENTOR IS A REWARDING EXPERIENCE 

IN WHICH YOU GAIN AS MUCH KNOWLEDGE AS 

YOU GIVE!”   

– BIG SISTER



26th Annual
BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS NFL ALUMNI

Presented by

Join us for this year’s Big Gala: A Celebration of 

Mentoring on Saturday, November 5, 2016. This 

year’s theme “Imagine” will highlight the many amaz-

ing pairs of caring volunteer mentors and youth in 

our program. This special event brings together over 

350 area business and community leaders. Make a 

reservation today by calling (414) 831-4580 or email 

gala@bbbsmilwaukee.org.

Big Brothers Big Sisters NFL Alumni 

Golf Classic will tee off on Monday, 

August 8, 2016 at  North Hills Coun-

try Club. Each foursome will be joined 

by an NFL Alumni player. The top six 

teams compete in an exciting shoot-

out to win the right to represent Metro 

Milwaukee at the Super Bowl of Golf. 

Special thanks to our presenting spon-

sor, BMO Harris Bank.

U P CO M I N G  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

WHAT’S MORE DIFFICULT THAN RAISING AN ACTIVE AND CURIOUS 14-YEAR-OLD BOY? RAISING TWO 

ACTIVE AND CURIOUS 14-YEAR-OLD BOYS. As a single parent, mom Marina had her hands full raising 

twin sons Abraham and Elijah. She is passionate about keeping her boys on the straight and narrow. 

Education has been a priority for the whole family. But with the demands of her job at Rockwell Auto-

mation, as well as keeping on top of the household responsibilities, Marina didn’t have as much time as 

she needed to help each son explore his individual personality. Enter Big Brother Justin and Big Brother 

Chad—each of whom brought their own experiences and interests to their matches.

Twins Abraham and Elijah may look alike, but they definitely pursue different pastimes, often pulling 

Mom in different directions. The boys’ separate and distinct personalities have been embraced and sup-

ported by their mentors.

Justin’s work as a marketing and communication manager makes him a perfect match for artistic Abra-

ham. Together they’ve created a variety of art projects. Asked to describe his Big Brother, Abraham an-

swered: Justin is “caring, intelligent, awesome. He’s helped me get through four years of middle school.”  

Abraham, or Ham as he’s known to his friends, even had the opportunity to attend Justin’s wedding.   

Meanwhile, Chad and Elijah enjoy working on tech projects together. Chad, an engineer, has introduced 

Elijah to circuit boards, robotics, and computer programming. Elijah made an instant impression when 

he arrived at homecoming wearing a light up nametag that he and Chad built. Chad’s involvement with 

Toastmasters has helped Elijah become a more confident public speaker.  “Sometimes I felt like giving up, 

but he helped me through homework and studying for tests,” Elijah said.  

In the four years since the boys have been matched, Marina has watched their friendships, self-esteem, 

confidence, and maturity bloom. Both boys have improved their school work, and both have developed 

new interests and life skills. Education remains a family priority... and not just for Ham and Elijah. Having 

her children in the program freed Marina, who was able to go back to school and finish her bachelor’s 

degree.

Both boys have words of advice for new matches. Elijah recommends, “Talk about your high interests, the 

things you know you’ll carry out for years. Like for me and my Big Brother it was robotics.”  “Whenever you 

have something to decide your Big Brother can help you,” adds Abraham. “You can talk about it together. 

Try new things together too.”

TWINS:  Twice the Fun, Twice the Reward
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Chad and Elijah celebrate their Match Anniversary

Justin and Ham share a selfie from the racetrack


